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Aquamesh® delivers exceptional durability in harsh 
marine environments with its advanced GAW and 
PVC coating processes. The hot-dipped zinc coating 
fully protects welds from corrosion, lasting 5 to 10 
times longer than galvanized before weld (GBW) 
products. This significantly reduces the need for 
costly repairs and replacements and lowers the  
cost of ownership.

Other wire mesh use the GBW process, in which the 
wire is coated with a thin layer of zinc before being 
welded. During the welding process, the zinc is 
burned off, leaving the wire unprotected. As a result, 
the weld is exposed to environmental elements, 
leading to premature rusting and breakage, which 
limits the lifespan of the product.

The GAW Difference 
Aquamesh® is the world’s only wire mesh 
engineered for ocean use. Produced using our 
proprietary GAW process and PVC coating, 
Aquamesh is manufactured and tested at our 
Northbridge, Massachusetts plant. It offers cost-
effective, customizable solutions to meet your  
exact needs. 

Manufacturing Process 
Aquamesh® is engineered and manufactured 
in America from premium steel that is hot-dip 
galvanized after welding, ensuring a thick zinc 
layer. The steel is then coated with a durable, fuse-
bonded marine-grade PVC that resists peeling and 
stripping. Proven to resist fouling, Aquamesh® is the 
industry standard for lobster traps, crab posts, and 
shellfish trays worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is galvanizing? 
Galvanizing is the process of coating steel with a 
layer of zinc to protect it from corrosion. Riverdale 
manufactures its wire mesh using a hot dip 
galvanizing process. In this method, the steel is 
cleaned in acid baths and rinsed with water before 
being dipped in molten zinc. This creates a uniform, 
tightly bonded zinc coating that offers excellent 
corrosion protection.

Why does GAW better protect steel from 
corrosion? 
The zinc coating created during the galvanizing 
process forms a protective barrier against corrosive 
elements. Galvanizing after welding ensures 
that steel is protected at the welded joints from 
moisture, chlorides, and sulfides. Zinc, being anodic 
to steel, corrodes first, ensuring the steel remains 
protected and preventing premature decaying of 
the wire and welded joints.

Aquamesh® GAW

Galvanized After Weld

Competitor GBW

Galvanized Before Weld

AQUAMESH® BY RIVERDALE MILLS  
The Galvanized After Weld Advantage



How can I know if my wire mesh is GBW or GAW? 

To determine if your wire mesh is GBW or GAW, inspect the welded joints. For 
coated wire, carefully scrape off the coating at the intersections. If burn marks 
are visible at the weld, it’s GBW. If the joint is rounded and free of burn marks, 
it’s likely GAW. 
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